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This policy brief was produced by the Network for Women's Rights in 
Ghana in partnership with FIDA-Ghana, Widows and Orphans 
Movement and ATCWAR, with funding from the African Women's 
Development Fund (AWDF) Leading from the South (LFS) grant. 

The Network for Women's Rights in Ghana (NETRIGHT) is a network 
of civil society organisa�ons (CSOs) and individuals who have a clear 
interest in working together to bring a gender perspec�ve to 
na�onal processes as well as policy content and implementa�on. 
NETRIGHT draws a�en�on to viola�ons of women's rights and 
campaigns for changes to achieve women's equality. The network 
also creates space for debate and clearer ar�cula�on of different 
posi�ons within the women's movement in Ghana. NETRIGHT 
focuses on three (3) core areas, namely- economic jus�ce, 
movement building and natural resources. To ensure inclusiveness, 
NETRIGHT provides a na�onal advocacy pla�orm for CSOs around 
na�onal and interna�onal processes and educates the public about 
gender equality and women's rights issues. 
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uccessive Governments since independence have acknowledged Sthe important contribu�on of agriculture to the country's Gross 
Domes�c Product (GDP). Studies and research findings also 

underscore the invaluable role women play in food produc�on.

Women contribute 70% to food crop produc�on in the country and 
form 52% of the agricultural workforce.  Women work so hard but do 
not receive the requisite benefits. They are at the Centre of Produc�on 
but are at the Periphery of Benefits. The World Bank Development 
Report (2012) – Gender Equality and Development, es�mated that if 
women farmers in Ghana had the same access to fer�lizers and other 
inputs as do male farmers, overall maize yield would increase by almost 
one-sixth. 

The many challenges women face in food produc�on, in tandem with 
their reproduc�ve role in the family include: women's access and right 
to land, their inability o�en to employ modern and improved 
agricultural prac�ces and technologies, difficulty in accessing 
extension services, favourable credits, guaranteed markets and lastly 
their inability to embark on profitable value – addi�on enterprises in 
the food value chain. Most of the above constraints result from 
women's high illiteracy rates and limited knowledge and skills as well as 
the many outmoded discriminatory and prohibi�ve cultural prac�ces 
they are subjected to, par�cularly in the land sector.

Ghana's avowed aim of achieving Gender Equality and Social Inclusion 
is anchored in Interna�onal and Na�onal Instruments, Laws and 
Policies. Par�cular reference is made to the Conven�on on the 
Elimina�on of All Forms of Discrimina�on against Women (CEDAW) 
1979 and the Na�onal Gender Policy 2015. Ar�cle 17 (1) and (2) of the 
1992 Cons�tu�on guarantees gender equality and freedom of men and 
women from any form of discrimina�on. Addi�onally, Ghana and its 
development partners have put in place various measures including 
policies, laws, regula�ons and guidelines which include, the Land 
Administra�on Projects (LAP) I and II, The Food and Agriculture Sector 
Development Policy (FASDEP II) 2007, The Medium Term Agricultural 
Sector Investment Plan (METASIP) 2013, The Gender and the 
Agricultural Development Strategy (GADS I) 2001 & ( GADS II) 2015,   
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